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A truly official codification of the Koran was first made
during the califate  of  'Uthman,  the third  calif.     This
was undertaken as a result  of  disputes  over the read-
ings of certain verses.    The work was again entrusted to
the hands of Zayd Ibn Thabit, this time in collaboration
with several other persons.    When they had completed the
work,  'Uthman  ordered the  destruction of  all previous
Koran collections, and had copies of the new and offi-
cial Koran sent to the different provinces of the Moslem
empire.    This collection of 'Uthman has come down to our
own times unchanged and is the only authentic text.    Con-
cerning  its   genuineness   no   doubt   can  be   entertained.1
Furthermore,   it   can   be   accepted   as   a   complete   col-
lection,  at least  as  complete  as  was  humanly  possible.
The Shiites, chiefly a political sect, have always claimed
that the verses referring to the special sanctity of 'Ali,
the fourth calif, and his family were intentionally left out.
This   accusation   has   no   foundation   in   fact.     For,   if
such had been the case, the contemporaries of Mohammed
who were still alive would have seen to it that those verses
were included or have complained about their omission; but
even the enemies of 'Uthman accepted his edition of the
Koran as absolutely authoritative, thus affording ample
proof of its genuineness.

The Koran text is divided into 114 chapters of unequal
length, arranged according to their length, the longest com-
ing first. A chronological arrangement would result in
very much the opposite order. Each chapter is called a
surah.2 Most of the surahs pertain to more than one sub-
ject. Each surah consists of a certain number of verses

1 Juynboll, p. g.

* Juynboll, p. 9. A word of Hebrew origin meaning number, also a
number of written lines.